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Frida and Diego 

READING LIST 
 

Compiled by Chloë Sayer  

 

An enormous number of books have been written about Mexico, and about 
Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera. It is difficult therefore to make a brief 

selection. Although many titles are out of print, some can be purchased or 
consulted online. 

 
FRIDA KAHLO & DIEGO RIVERA 

 
Ankori, Gannit 

Frida Kahlo (Critical Lives, Reaktion Books, 2018) 
 

Dexter, Emma and Tanya Barson (eds.)  
Frida Kahlo (Exhibition catalogue, Tate Publishing, 2005) 

 
Freund, Gisèle with Gérard de Cortanze  

Frida Kahlo: The Gisèle Freund Photographs (Abrams, 2013) 
 

Herrera, Hayden 
Frida: A Biography of Frida Kahlo (Bloomsbury Publishing, 1998) 

 
Herrera, Hayden 
Frida Kahlo: The Paintings (Harper Perennial, 2002) 
 
Lowe, Sarah M. with Carlos Fuentes 

The Diary of Frida Kahlo: An Intimate Self-Portrait (Abrams Books, 2006) 
 

Marnham, Patrick 
Dreaming with his Eyes Open: A Life of Diego Rivera (University of California 

Press, 2000)  
 

Martínez Vidal, Susana  
Frida Kahlo: Fashion as the Art of Being (Assouline, 2016) 

 
Olmedo, Carlos Phillips et al  

Self Portrait in a Velvet Dress: The Fashion of Frida Kahlo (Chronicle Books, 
2008)   

 
Rivera, Diego with Gladys March 

My Art, My Life: An Autobiography (Dover Fine Art, 2003) 
 

Tuer, Dot and Elliott King (eds.) 
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Frida and Diego: Passion, Politics and Painting (Exhibition catalogue, Art 
Gallery of Ontario / High Museum of Art in Atlanta, 2012) 

 
Wilcox, Claire and Circe Henestrosa (eds.) 
Frida Kahlo: Making Her Self Up (Exhibition catalogue, V&A Publishing, 2018) 

 
 

 
 

MEXICAN TEXTILES & DRESS 
 
Anawalt, Patricia Rieff 

Indian Clothing Before Cortés: Mesoamerican Costumes from the Codices. 
(University of Oklahoma Press, 1981) 
 

Artes de México 

Tehuana (Artes de México no. 49, 2000) 
 

Ávila Blomberg, Alejandro de et al 
Textiles de Oaxaca (Artes de México no 35, 1996) 

 
Cordry, Donald and Dorothy  
Mexican Indian Costumes (University of Texas Press, 1968) 

 
Covarrubias, Miguel  

Mexico South: The Isthmus of Tehuantepec (Alfred A. Knopf, 1946)  
 

Johnson, Irmgard Weitlaner  
Design Motifs on Mexican Indian Textiles (2 vols., Akademische Druck und 

Verlagsanstalt, 1976) 
 

Johnson, Kirsten 
Saberes enlazados: La obra de Irmgard Weitlaner Johnson (Artes de México, 

2013) 
 

Logan, Irene et al.  
Rebozos de la Colección Robert Everts (Museo Franz Mayer with Artes de 

México, 1994) 
 

Mindling, Eric 
Oaxaca Stories in Cloth: A Book about People, Belonging, Identity and 
Adornment (Thrums Books, 2016) 

 
Morris, Walter F. (texts) and Jeffrey J. Foxx (photography) 

Living Maya (Harry N. Abrams, 2000) 
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Morris, Walter F.  

A Textile Guide to the Highlands of Chiapas (Thrums Books, 2012) 
 
Morris, Walter F. and Carol Karasik,  

Maya Threads: A Woven History of Chiapas (Thrums Books, 2015) 
 

Museo Textil de Oaxaca  
Irmgard Weitlaner Johnson: Una vida dedicada al textil (Exhibition catalogue, 

2014) 
 

Orellana, Margarita de, et al 
Textiles de Chiapas (Artes de México no 19, 1993) 

 
Sayer, Chloë  

Arts and Crafts of Mexico (Thames and Hudson, 1990) 
 

Sayer, Chloë  
Costumes of Mexico (University of Texas Press, 1985) Published in 1985 in 

the UK by British Museum Publications as Mexican Costume and republished 
in 1990 as Mexican Textiles. 

 
Sayer, Chloë  

Mexican Textile Techniques (Shire Publications, 1988) 
 
Sayer, Chloë  

Mexican Patterns: A Design Sourcebook. (Studio Editions, 1990)  
 

Sayer, Chloë  
Textiles from Mexico (British Museum Press, 2002) 

 
Sayer, Chloë  

'Overview of Mexico' in Latin America and the Caribbean - Berg Encyclopedia 
of World Dress and Fashion (vol. 2) (ed. Margot Blum Schevill) pp. 23-33 

(Berg Fashion Library, 2010) 
 

Sayer, Chloë  
'Textiles from Mexico' in World Textiles: A Sourcebook (ed. Chloë Sayer) pp. 

252-279 (British Museum Press, 2012) 
 

Sayer, Chloë (with Alexandra Palmer) 
Mexico: Clothing & Culture (Royal Ontario Museum, 2015) 
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